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SUBIECTUL A – USE OF ENGLISH
I. Read the paragraph below and do the tasks (10 x 2p= 20p). 
The  Irish boy was playing his guitar outside the museum. He raised his hand in greeting to the fair-haired lady from the museum shop, gathered up the coins from the tweed cap at his feet, and began to put his guitar back in its case. It was time, anyway, for a bite to eat. He grinned at the women who knew were watching him from the shop, turned on his heels, and went down the steps, through the car park, and down the little lane at the side of Weaver’Restaurant.
He walked towards the steep descent of Main Street, pausing as he passed the Post Office. There was a board outside where people pinned notices. Someone wanted his washing done, someone was looking for cleaning work, [...] a handed-man was needed at Ashworth.... that might be good, he thought. He liked the idea of trying to turn his hand to whatever needed doing. [...]
The money he earned from his Irish folk songs only stretched as far as cheese on toast and a pot of tea, unfortunately. Nonetheless, when the waitress brought it, he ate ravenously, wiped his mouth clean with the paper napkin [...], then sat thinking. Being on the road, alone and away from home, was an Irish tradition, and it suited him. Still, one big drawback was that you never knew where your next meal was coming from, and whether it would satisfy your youthful appetite.
A. Answer the questions:
1. Why did the boy decide to move from ouside the museum?
2. What attracted the boy to the job at Ashworth?
3. What did he do with the money he earned?
4. What was the big disadvantage of being on the road?

B. Choose the right synonym:
1. grinned: a. smirk b. glow c. shine d. radiate
2. steep: a. stiff  b. exorbitant c. unmeasurable d. abrupt
3. youthful: a. puerile b. healthy c. girlish d. boyish

C. Rephrase the following sentences so as to preserve the meaning:
1. It was time for a bite to eat.
    It was time he........... to eat.
2. Someone was looking for cleaning work.
   Cleaning work........................................... for.
3. You never knew where your next meal was coming from.
    Never.................................................... was coming from.

II. Use the word given in brackets to form a word that fits in each sentence( 10x1p=10 p)
Recently I decided to take up (1)............. (PHOTOGRAPH) as a hobby. I have always taken snapshots, but I have never been very (2).......... (SKILL) . My snaps were either a complete (3).......... ( FAIL) for technical reasons, or were just not very (4).......... (IMAGINE). First I decided that to be (5).......... ( SUCCESS), I would have to buy new equipment. Just then I had an (6).......... ( EXPECT) piece of good luck. A friend who works in a camera shop said she could sell me a (7).......... (VALUE) camera. A customer had left it at the shop to be reapaired, but there had been a (8).......... ( UNDERSTAND), and it was actually for sale. I thought this was a rather(9) .......... (BELIEF) explanation and so I asked her some more questions. It turned out that she had had a (10) .......... (AGREE) with the customer and he had thrown the camera at her in anger because she had disliked his photos!
III. Translate the following text into Romanian (10p)
They called Mell from downstairs, and Gaby told him the news through her tears. Bill was still too shaken to talk to anyone and she apologized for him. He congratulated them both, and there were tears in his own eyes, as he hung up the phone. He had told Gaby to have Bill call him when he felt ready. And the news item announcing the verdict was much smaller than the item describing his arrest, but he wasn`t bitter about it. He was just relieved. Little by little the word spread, and Bill felt as though he was slowly returning to the land of the living. He had never been certain of the outcome. It had been the most terrifying experience of his life.
	
SUBIECTUL B – INTEGRATED SKILLS
Read the text below and do the tasks that follow.
People who live on the slopes of an active volcano know that at any moment everything they possess, their homes and their crops they have carefully cultivated, may be swept away by molten lava that runs down to the mountainside after an eruption. When Mount Etna, which is considered to be one of the Sicily`main tourist attractions, erupted in 1971, few of those who came to watch were capable of appreciating the feelings of the farmers whose homes and land were threatened. Etna, which is the most continuously active volcano in Europe, had erupted twice before this century. The eruption in 1928, which was the most destructive of the two, engulfed a huge area of farmland and a small town. The villagers, who must have realised that the same thing would happen again and whose homes were in constant danger, nevertheless hoped that the volcano would leave them in peace. 
The most dangerous volcanoes are the explosive type, one of which in Mont Pelee on the island of Martinique, which blew up in 1902 and killed all but one of the inhabitants of the town of St. Pierre, most of whom were poisoned by its noxious gases. The only survivor was a prisoner in the town jail whose cell was so badly ventilated that the gas did not reach him. Nowadays, instruments that can read the signs of an approaching explosion are used in populated areas around such volcanoes to warn people of changes of temperatures that may indicate an eruption. The lava that has brought so much destruction in the past,  eventually produces good soil and so the people who lived near it were prepared to go on taking the risk.
I. For each question choose the correct letter A, B, C or D (5 x 2p= 10p)
1. “Threatened” in the first paragraph means:
a) in danger
b) warned
c) destroyed
d) exploded
2. People who live near an active volcano
a) are worried about being swept away by lava
b) are always in danger of losing their homes and crops
c) run down the mountainside after an eruption
d) are not in danger at all
3. When Mount Etna erupted in 1971
a) it became an important tourist attraction
b) everyone was concerned about the farmers who lost their homes
c) it was difficult for sightseers to understand how farmers felt about it
d) did not produce any damage
4. “But” in the second paragraph means:
a) except
b) however
c) yet
d) nevertheless
5. When Mont Pelee exploded
a) almost everyone in St. Pierre was blown up
b) a prisoner in the town jail was poisoned
c) almost everyone in St. Pierre was killed by the after-effects of the explosion
d) no one was hurt after the explosion

[bookmark: _GoBack]II. Read the text again and write a narrative-descriptive essay about the prisoner in the town jail of  St. Pierre who has miraculously survived the volcano explosion. Your writing should refer to what happened during that day, the atmosphere of the place and his feelings and emotions. (200-220 words) 50 p

