TEST 11


1. Read the text below and complete the task that follows. (4x5=20)

Salt is essential to life. At one time it was considered so valuable that it was actually worshipped as a god. Roman soldiers used to be paid “salt money”, which is where the word “salary” originated from. Nowadays, however, salt is so common that few people even bother to think about it. (1)… The human body needs so little salt to survive that it is very easy to consume too much of it. (2)… Cooking with salt also reduces the nutritional quality of the food. For example, spinach boiled in salted water loses 50% of its iron, compared to only 19% when boiled in salt-free water. (3)… Some even do this before they have tasted the food. This is one of the reasons why the average person in Britain eats two and a half teaspoons of salt every day. (4)... The English language also contains phrases that remind of the importance of salt in the life of British citizens. Thus, ”to sit above the salt “meant that one was a favourite of the master, while “to sit below the salt “meant quite the opposite! It all had to do with the position of the subject at the royal table: close to the salt as a favourite, and far from it, in disgrace.

Four sentences have been removed from the text. Select the appropriate sentence for
each gap in the text. There is one extra sentence that does not fit. 

A. But perhaps they should.
B. Many people have the habit of adding salt to their food when they are at table.
C. An excess of salt in the diet can lead to high blood pressure, which in turn can increase the
risk of heart disease.
D. But, like in the fairy tale, we couldn’t possibly enjoy food that has no salt in it.
E. The maximum recommended dose is one and a half, and the ideal dose is just half a teaspoon.

2. In your own words explain the meaning of the phrase to sit below the salt. (3p)

3. Translate the following idioms: (4x2=8)
1) be a feather in one’s cap 	
2) work one’s fingers to the bone 	
3) read between the lines
4) read somebody like a book  

4. Complete these mini- dialogues and write the answers on your exam sheet. (3x3)=9
1) A: What do you do for a living?
B: I……………………………………….. 
2) A:…………………………………..?
B: I bought it two days ago.
3) A:…………………………………….the museum?
B: Turn right at the roundabout and take the first street on the left.

5. Complete the sentences (with a word/phrase). (3x3=9)
1) We aren’t going to school ………..Christmas Day.
2) If you……………me your dictionary, I’ll look up the word.
3) Have you got ………brothers or sisters?

6. Rephrase each sentence beginning with the words given. (5x2=10)
1) Cathy will catch the train ,but she will have to leave now.
If Cathy………………………………………………………………..
2) It’s a good idea to go there.
You ………………………………..

7. Choose the correct variant and, on your exam sheet, write the corresponding letter next to the number of the sentence. (4x3=12)
1) I ……a shower when the telephone rang.
A. had 		B. was having 		C. have had 		D. had been having
2) The soup tastes……………….
A. delicious 	B. deliciosly 		C. deliciously 		D. delicious
3) I’ve…seen the film and I don’t want to see it again.
A. yet 			B. still 				C. already 		D. never
4) He ……………his essay for two hours since his parents got back home.
A. had been writing 	B. will have been writing 	C. will be writing 	D. has been writing

7. Find the unnecessary word in each sentence. Write it on your exam sheet. (3x3=9)
a. Her ability to write was sharpened much after she took a writing course.
b. My grandfather just died in World War II.
c. I plan on doing many things with all my life before I settle down and have children.

8. Comment on the following saying: (10p)
		“You always pass failure on the way to success”
































Toate subiectele sunt obligatorii.
Se acorda 1 punct din oficiu.
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